Addressing dependent amphetamine use: a place for prescription.
Amphetamines are among the most widely used of illicit drugs in Australia, and evidence documenting the occurrence of amphetamine-related harms, particularly among chronic regular users, is increasing, A review of contemporary Australian treatment approaches suggests that conventional modalities are unlikely to address the needs of a large proportion of dependent amphetamine users. This has prompted clinicians in Australia and the United Kingdom to commence treatment programmes incorporating substitution therapy. Despite the positive impressions of clinicians involved in these programmes, further research is required to establish the role and efficacy of such treatment approaches. Issues to be addressed in the establishment of a controlled study are examined.